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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



Date: March 31, 2000 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant(s) hereby submit(s) an 
Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 



I. LIST OF PATENTS. PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 



The patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by 
the Office are listed on the PTO-1449 form(s), attached hereto. 



II. REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED OR SUBMITTED 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), consideration of information listed on the PTO- 
1449 form(s) is requested since any patents, publica.tions, or other information which 
are listed on the PTO-1449 form(s) but for which copies are not enclosed herewith, 
were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one of the following applications 
which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120: 

U.S. Appl. No(s). U.S. Filing Datefs) 



08/925,074 
08/417,107 



September 8, 1997 
April 5, 1995 



Docket No. 1190-0456P 



(Rule 53(b) Divisional of U.S. 
Application No. 08/925,074 
filed September 8, 1997) 



111. FEES 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrent with the filing 
of a continuation-in-part, continuation, or divisional patent application; therefore, no 
fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS or requires a copy of 
any of the references cited but not provided, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the 
PTO is requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule (with a petition if 
necessary) and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
02-2448 for any additional fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, 
extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH 86 BIRCH, LLP 




P.p. Box 747 
Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



March 31, 2000 



Under the provisions of MPEP § 2001.05(b), the Examiner is hereby advised of 
the following co-pending U.S. AppLication{s): 

AppL No. Filing Date Group 

08/106,722 
08/327,815 
08/421,221 
08/902,313 



August 16, 1993 
October 17, 1994 
April 11, 1995 
July 29, 1997 



Unknown 
2615 
2516 
2712 



The subject matter contained in the above-Usted co-pending U.S. application(s) 
may be deemed to relate to the present application, and thus may be material to the 
prosecution of this instant application. 





^ Application No. NEW 
(Rule 53(b) Divisional of U.S. 
Application No. 08/925,074 
filed September 8, 1997) 



The above-listed co-pending application (s) is(are) not to be construed as prior 
art. By bringing the above-listed application(s) to the attention of the Examiner, 
Applicant(s) do(does) NOT waive any confidentiality concerning the above-listed co- 
pending application(s) or this application. See MPEP § 101. Furthermore, if said 
application(s) should not mature into patents, such application (s) should be preserved 
in secrecy under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 122 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.14. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
02-2448 for any additional fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, 
extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH 86 BIRCH, LLP 
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